
P5-7 home learning update Monday 27 April 

We are now starting our second week of learning from home. Communication is key as we work 

together to support our children as effectively as possible, so I am planning weekly updates. 

In this update I will: 

• Explain where you can see the work your child has for the week 

• Explain how we are using Teams for distributing learning and a communication channel 

• Explain what you should do if you have any concerns 

 I know that long emails can be a bit daunting, but please do read to the end- everything I discuss has 

been brought up as an issue by teachers or parents. 

Where can I see my child’s work for the week ahead? 

P5-7 work for the week ahead is posted in two places- the school website and your child’s Teams. 

We know from feedback that it is easier for parents to see the work on the web-site, under the 

classes tab because everything is laid out very clearly. 

We are presenting the week’s work as a ‘Learning Grid’. For Literacy (reading, writing, Listening & 

Talking) and Numeracy/Maths, there will be a new grid for every week. Other curricular areas, such a 

topic work (IDL), Science and Food Technologies, the grid will last for several weeks.  

How are P5-7 using Teams? 

We are using Teams to support our learning from home in three main ways: 

A place to upload the Learning Grids 

The weekly Learning Grids that are uploaded to the website are also uploaded to the class Team.  The 

children can access the work there. 

A place for children to upload their extended writing 

We are keen that all P5-7 children upload their weekly extended writing task to allow the teacher to 

mark it and provide feedback, and we are looking for the most straightforward way to do that. This 

week our P7 teachers are trying Assignments which is one of the features of Teams that we have not 

used yet. P5 and P6 do not have a writing assignment that needs to be uploaded this week. If  

Assignments is successful we will roll it out across P5-7. I will update you next week. 

A place for children to communicate with their teacher and each other 

One of the main advantages of using Teams is that there can be some communication between 

children and their teacher.  

The class teacher will post a greeting and chat every morning and it would be great if you could 

encourage your child to reply most days, so the teacher knows they are OK.   

However, as with everything, a balance needs to be struck! 

 Some children, possibly those without access to other forms of social media, have been posting 

hundreds of messages, some of which have not been entirely appropriate. This means that it can be 

difficult for the teacher to wade through all the messages to see if anyone has posted a message 

asking about the work and can be distracting for other children who are possibly trying to work. 



So, we have decided to create a ‘social chat’ channel on each class Team. This will allow the children 

to communicate with each other if they want to, without cluttering up the main page of the class 

Team. The class teacher will have a presence on this Social Chat channel, but they are not there to 

police it. We would be grateful if you could discuss with your child what would and would not be 

appropriate to post on this channel. If you need any guidance, there are lots of excellent resources 

to help you as you discuss issues with your child. Parents have found the BBC OwnIt website 

particularly useful https://www.bbc.com/ownit and there is an extensive list of resources on our 

web-site https://southmorningsideprimary.wordpress.com/internet-safety-2/ . We will monitor the 

use of the Social Chat channel closely for the next few weeks, and if it is being abused then we would 

have to close the channel. 

How can I support my child while they are learning from home? 

You know your child best! 

It is important to emphasise once again that there is no ‘one size fits all’ answer to learning from 

home- every child and every family situation is different. Some families will be feeling overwhelmed 

with the amount of work being provided, and some families will feel there is not enough!  

It is essential that every child is doing some work over the coming weeks, but you know your child 

best. I would encourage you to take a pro-active part in your child’s learning from home, by planning 

with them how they will structure their day and week, and by helping them if they are stuck. 

However, you do not have to provide 1:1 support all the time they are working- they could easily get 

very dependant on this support and re-entry to school life could be challenging.  

We hope that the Learning Grids for other aspects of the curriculum such as topic, science and food 

technologies will provide some fun learning opportunities for the whole family to enjoy.  

Please ask for help! 

If you or your child are having any technical issues with Teams, please email 

admin@southmorningside.edin.sch.uk and we will do our best to help. Sometimes it can be a very 

simple fix such as using a different browser to access Microsoft 365.  It is also very helpful for us to 

know if you feel that your child is struggling with learning from home. Please do email 

admin@southmorningside.edin.sch.uk in complete confidence and again, we will  do our best to 

help.  

If your child’s teacher does not see any evidence that your child is accessing Teams by the middle of 

this week, then they will email you to see if there is any additional support that we could offer.  

I would like to gather feedback from as many parents as possible at the end of this week to see what 

is working well, and what we could do differently.   

Many thanks for all your continuing support and hard work 

Susie Morgan 
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