
P5-7 learning from home update Monday 11 May 

Many thanks to you all for all the amazing work you are doing to help your child or children manage 

their learning from home. I know that this is an incredibly challenging time, especially for parents 

with less flexible work schedules, but I hope that you are finding a rhythm that suits your family  and 

becoming more familiar with the Learning Grids. 

We are constantly reviewing what we are doing to make it as easy and accessible as possible for 

both children and parents to access the home learning. In this update I will clarify a few issues: 

• Turning off notifications in Teams 

• Expectations of writing task in Assignments 

• Managing the maths work for your child 

Turning off notifications in Teams 

If your child is finding it distracting receiving notifications every time someone posts something in 

the class Teams page, you can turn off the notifications.  

• In the app there is a bell icon and you either have a line through it to turn notifications off or 

the image is clear for the notifications on.  

• If you are working online or on desktop if you press the three buttons at the top of the 

channel you have the channel notification options and you can turn notifications off . 

• You need to set the notifications for each channel within the class Teams page, so you might 

want to turn off notifications for the ‘social chat channel’ but leave the main channel from 

the class teacher on. 

Uploading writing on Teams 

You will be aware from last week’s home learning update that all P5-7 children will be using 

Assignments to access and upload their extended writing from this week. We hope that it will be 

more straightforward for your child to be working exclusively within Teams, rather than jumping 

between OneNote and Teams. 

We would strongly encourage you to see the weekly writing task as a key part of your child’s 

learning for the week; it is not an ‘opt in’ activity in the same way that the Science or topic work is. It 

is really important that the class teacher has the chance to see each child’s writing work so that they 

can provide feedback.  

The teacher can see in Assignments who has accessed the task, and who has completed and handed 

it in. The teachers will be encouraging everyone to complete the task in their general Teams chat 

and providing help for anyone who is struggling. It is important that your child asks their teacher for 

help if they are unsure about any aspect of the task. 

If your child has not handed their writing assignment in by the due date, the teacher will email you 

asking you to help them to complete it and hand it in. 

It is important to note that no one else can see your child’s writing work in Assignments. The teacher 

is the only person who can access their work. 

 

 



Managing the maths work for your child 

Deciding how much maths your child should do is one of many challenging aspects to home learning. 

In the classroom, teachers often differentiate the follow up maths activities in to ‘mild, spicy and 

fiery’ tasks. However, it is much more nuanced than simply giving children free choice about which 

activity they choose. Some children always choose the ‘mild’ activity, when they need more 

challenge, and other children always chose the ‘fiery’ activity, when they perhaps need to first check 

they understand the concept by completing the ‘mild’ activity. 

We have therefore decided to simplify the maths grids by giving Core and Challenge work for both 

Numeracy and Maths. The Core work is what we would expect all children to complete. The 

Challenge is extra and is there for the children who complete the core work quickly, or who would 

like an extra challenge. 

However, we know that every child is different, and it is important that parents feel confident to 

adjust the amount of Core work that their child completes to suit them. 

If the Core task seems too much for your child, you have several options 

• Split the Core task over several days. You can do a little bit of the Numeracy task and a little 

bit of the Maths task on the same day. 

• Your child does not need to do every single sum on the page. You will notice that within a 

question, the sums start easy and get harder. So if you are going to do fewer sums, it is a 

good idea to do one or two columns within each question, rather than just the first 4 sums- 

so they might do 4a), 4e) and 4i), rather than 4a), 4b) and 4c). 

• Your child does not need to do every question on the page. The word problems are often 

more challenging, so if you feel your child is struggling, concentrate on the sums, and then 

you can always discuss the word problem together. 

You know your child best, so please do treat the Core work as guidance rather than an absolute 

expectation. 

Please remind your child to ask their teacher for guidance if they are finding any aspect of the  maths 

work challenging or confusing. 

 

 

 

 

 


