
  

Primary 7 Literacy Work 

 

Week Beginning MONDAY 27th APRIL 2020 

 

Theme – “The Water Babies and Victorian Children” 
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 Mrs Livingstone’s Spelling Group /dis/ prefix – disallow, disappear, disappoint, disapprove, disbelief, discontent, discontinue, dishearten, disjointed, disobedient 

 Mrs Jones’ Spelling Group -  silent w – wrap, wrapper, wreck, wreck, wrestle, wrist, wrinkle, wrong, answer, sword 

 Mr West’s Spelling Group /iest/ ending- tidiest, silliest, rustiest, prettiest, nastiest, merriest, clumsiest, happiest, heaviest, hungriest 
 

What Parents/Carers Can Do 

Starter 1 (spelling) 
 

 

Starter 2 (handwriting – chimney 
jokes) 

 
Why does Santa fear getting stuck 
in a chimney? 
Because he’s Claustrophobic! 
 
I went to a store to buy a 
chimney. “How much is that 
one?” I asked. The sales guy 
replied... 
“It’s on the house”. 

Starter 3 (spelling) 
 

 

Starter 4 (handwriting – Work, 
Terrible Work by Horrible Histories) 
In good old Queen Victoria’s day 
Industrial revolution, 
Meant bosses said ‘Please, we 
need more employees’ 
We needed a solution 
Who will climb our chimneys? 
Who will power our grids? 
Victorian families so desperately 
poor, 
They’ll let us employ their kids for 
“Work, terrible work”! 

How to support: 
 
Try to test them on their spelling 
words a few times in the week. 
  
Checking over what has been done.  
 
Encourage a neat, joined script for 
handwriting. 

 Task 1 - Grammar Task 2 – Talking & Listening Task 3 - Reading Task 4 - Writing  
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  In the text there are lots of 
commas used. Can you describe 
to a grown up when it is 
appropriate to use a comma?  

 Discuss with your parent / carer 
how children were used in 
Victorian times to clean 
chimneys. If you need some 
inspiration watch this Horrible 
Histories clip. Think about the 
conditions they worked in and 
what was expected of them. 

 Read the extract from “The 
Water Babies” together with a 
grown up.  Make sure you 
understand the meaning of the 
extract. Discuss with them 
anything you are unclear about. 

 Read through the writing task 
included with a grown-up. Talk 
through the examples and think 
about what your own ideas might 
be for the first couple of 
sentences to get you started. 

How to support: 
Help your child to decide on the main 
activity they would like to do before you 
start work on the warm up activity. All 
these introductory activities ideally 
require discussion with someone.  This 
could be an older sibling, parent or other 
person in the household.  Try to support 
your child by extending their thinking and 
discussion through questioning.  
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Revise your understanding of how 
and why commas should be used by 
visiting here. Watch the animation, 
read the information, complete the 
exercise and the quiz. 
 

You are going to create a short 
‘Horrible Histories’ type scene which 
is a job advert for child chimney 
sweeps. You can use information 
you have learned from the Water 
Babies extract; things you already 
knew; things you have learned 
through discussion or from research. 
Think about the worst parts of the 
job and advertise them as positives 
for comic effect! Use positive and 
persuasive language. 

Draw three pictures of the character 
Tom. You may annotate your 
drawings. 
Picture 1 – use clues from the text to 
draw a picture of Tom. Think about 
his clothes, surroundings, 
appearance. 
Picture 2 – use clues from the text to 
draw a picture of Tom EITHER when 
he is happy OR sad. 
Picture 3 – use clues from the text to 
draw a picture of Tom as he 
imagines himself in the future. 

 
Complete the writing activity in 
your jotter and do an extension task 
if you have time. 
 
Top Tip – I f you have to change ‘a’ 
to ‘an’ or ‘was’ to ‘were’ to make 
your story work, that’s fine! 

How to support: 
 
Ideally your child works quite 
independently on this part. Give them 
support as needed and where necessary 
help them stay on task.  
 
These activities can be worked on for 
about 45 mins at a time and could take 
two or even three sessions to complete 
depending on your child.   
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Talk through with a grown up how 
you got on with the online BBC 
activities.  

Perform your sketch for an 
audience at home. Ask them to tell 
you something which was great 
about it, and something you could 
do differently to improve it. 

Talk through your pictures with a 
grown up. Tell them what clues you 
used from the text to help you 
decide what should go in each one. 

Read through your piece with a 
grown-up. Ask them to check it 
makes sense. Tell them one thing 
you think you have done well and 
one thing you would like to improve 
next time. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7todgQH460&list=RD_7todgQH460&start_radio=1&t=76
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUBPqCa-tiE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7


An extract from “The Water Babies: A Fairy Tale for a Land Baby” by Charles Kingsley (1863) 

 

ONCE upon a time there was a little chimney-sweep, and his name was Tom. That is a short name, and you have heard it before, so you will not 

have much trouble in remembering it. He lived in a great town in the North country, where there were plenty of chimneys to sweep, and plenty 

of money for Tom to earn and his master to spend. He could not read nor write, and did not care to do either; and he never washed himself, for 

there was no water up the court where he lived. He had never been taught to say his prayers. He never had heard of God, or of Christ, except in 

words which you never have heard, and which it would have been well if he had never heard. He cried half his time, and laughed the other half. 

He cried when he had to climb the dark flues, rubbing his poor knees and elbows raw; and when the soot got into his eyes, which it did every 

day in the week; and when his master beat him, which he did every day in the week; and when he had not enough to eat, which happened every 

day in the week likewise. And he laughed the other half of the day, when he was tossing halfpennies with the other boys, or playing leap-frog 

over the posts, or bowling stones at the horses' legs as they trotted by, which last was excellent fun, when there was a wall at hand behind which 

to hide. As for chimney-sweeping, and being hungry, and being beaten, he took all that for the way of the world, like the rain and snow and 

thunder, and stood manfully with his back to it till it was over, as his old donkey did to a hail-storm; and then shook his ears and was as jolly as 

ever; and thought of the fine times coming, when he would be a man, and a master sweep, and sit in the public-house with a quart of beer and 

a long pipe, and play cards for silver money, and wear velveteens and ankle-jacks, and keep a white bull-dog with one grey ear, and carry her 

puppies in his pocket, just like a man. And he would have apprentices, one, two, three, if he could. How he would bully them, and knock them 

about, just as his master did to him; and make them carry home the soot sacks, while he rode before them on his donkey, with a pipe in his 

mouth and a flower in his button-hole, like a king at the head of his army. Yes, there were good times coming; and, when his master let him have 

a pull at the leavings of his beer, Tom was the jolliest boy in the whole town. 

  



Writing Task – Use the framework of the opening of The Water Babies to create your own character. Copy the text below but add in your own words where the 
blank spaces are. This will help you to create your own character in their own world. How different can you make it from Tom? 

 

ONCE upon a time there was a little chimney-sweep, and his name was Tom. That is a short name, and you have heard it before, so you will not have much trouble 

in remembering it. He lived in a great town in the North country, where there were plenty of chimneys to sweep, and plenty of money for Tom to earn and his 

master to spend. He could not read nor write, and did not care to do either; and he never washed himself, for there was no water up the court where he lived. He 

had never been taught to say his prayers. He never had heard of God, or of Christ, except in words which you never have heard, and which it would have been well 

if he had never heard. He cried half his time, and laughed the other half. He cried when he had to climb the dark flues, rubbing his poor knees and elbows raw; and 

when the soot got into his eyes, which it did every day in the week; and when his master beat him, which he did every day in the week; and when he had not 

enough to eat, which happened every day in the week likewise. And he laughed the other half of the day, when he was tossing halfpennies with the other boys, or 

playing leap-frog over the posts, or bowling stones at the horses' legs as they trotted by, which last was excellent fun, when there was a wall at hand behind which  

Examples 

1. Once upon a time there was a powerful king, and his name was Alfred. That is a grand name, and it suited him, so he was proud to pass it on to his eldest son. 

2. Once upon a time there was a hardworking farmer, and his name was Jack. That is a strong name, and honest sounding too, so people who met him liked him 

at once. 

Extension ideas 

• Have more than one go, create multiple characters. 

• Continue the story – what adventure is your character going to have



 


