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Our priorities for improvement 2015-2016

Language and Literacy – To implement our SMPS Reading Journey from Nursery to P7. This will provide all children with a broader 

range of reading experiences and call for greater individual  and responsibility. To introduce whole school programmes for Listening& 
Talking and  to  revise our Grammar Progression to be more challenging.

Maths and Numeracy -To improve attainment in maths for all. To  moderate and share standards across  cluster schools. To 
introduce a whole school programme from October 2015. To integrate Mental Maths Strategies and Problem Solving into our 
programme. To focus on the teaching of core number skills and concepts and to improve teachers understanding of this.

Health and  Well Being - Continue  to develop our  positive whole school ethos, overcoming the challenges of  a split school site. 

‘Loose Parts Play’ sessions and training for all. To continue to  develop our understanding of Growth Mindsets, through assemblies and 
whole school work.

Modern Languages, 1+2
To begin to implement French from Nursery to P5 .
To fully implement  across Boroughmuir cluster schools over next 3 years, with the aim of enabling children to be secure at second 
level in French and German by the end of P7.

Expressive Arts- Music, Art, Dance & Drama.
To use visits to Jupiter Art Land and Modern Art Gallery  to develop children’s  responses, skills and understanding of 3D art . To use 
this visual stimulus to create stories and to share presentations with a whole school audience.



What progress have we made?

• Language and Literacy-Standards of attainment in listening & talking, reading, writing are overall very good. Almost all children,
including those who have needed support with Literacy skills, have made very good progress overall. Early Literacy workshops held
for our Nursery Parents have been very well received. Information and advice can be found on our website.

• This session we will move to awarding Star Writers to P1 and P2s only. From P3-P7 each class will take a turn at sharing their ‘
writing across the curriculum’ in a central display. We also aim to try to publish children’s writing produced from their visits and
follow up work to art galleries and Jupiter Art Land.

• Maths/ Numeracy Standards of attainment overall are very good. However, we still have further work to do to improve pace and
progression in children’s leaning and in children’s understanding and application of concepts. Mental Maths strategies are being
explicitly taught, and children are asked to explain their approaches.

• Health & Wellbeing-Developing Resilience- A very successful model has been used to introduce key ideas at assemblies, followed
by a home task and class work. Information leaflets for each focus area have been created for parents and feedback has been very
positive.

• Reported instances of bullying have reduced, yet children’s feedback in surveys indicate ongoing unreported issues exist that we
need to continue to tackle.

• More children are taking part in After School Clubs. Children who are not involved in an after school activity are offered a ‘taster
term’ at a club of their choice, ( or go on a waiting list), and this is funded by the Parent Council.



Our priorities for improvement in session 2014-2015:
• Continue to raise standards and improve attainment and achievement of all children.

• Language & Literacy – Our Whole School Spelling programme has been revised to reflect improved attainment and to incorporate best
practice in Leaning & Teaching.

• The quality of children’s reading experiences was greatly improved through our ‘Reading for Enjoyment’ focus and by broadening the
range of texts read.

• £10K has been spent on a range of new reading texts. A range of ICT programmes and apps are in place to specifically support
Literacy.

• Maths/Numeracy – Training in early number skills progression for all P1 and P2 teachers.

• Groups identified for Numeracy support, working with Support for Leaning teachers or following specially created programmes led by
pupil support assistants.

• Heath & Wellbeing- Last 5 Resilience Modules delivered. Pupil surveys used to plan action against Bullying. Pupil Voice and Leadership
improved by increase in roles and responsibilities.

• Playground Improvements plans were hampered by stonework repairs around the whole building over the course of last year. The
decision to remove our ‘huts’ has also brought about a need to re think layout.

• We are delighted with our new bike shelter and increased scooter storage.

• ICT Strategy and Vision - We continued to purchase I pads to allow a ratio of 1-4 in classes, and almost have this in place from P4 to
P7.

• Nursery, P1,2 and 3 have access to a range of devices. Support for Learning has a new interactive touch screen, thanks to Parent Council
funding.


