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Dear Parent / carer, 
 

Welcome back to school after a very enjoyable summer. The weather continues to provide us 
with plenty of opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and to continue ‘Run a Mile’ in the sunshine.  

 
Already this term a number of classes have been out and about making use of our fantastic city. Last 
week we were invited to attend the launch of the First Minister’s Reading Challenge. Mrs Morgan and 
a group of Primary 5-7 pupils visited the Edinburgh Book Festival and participated along with Ms 
Sturgeon in a book making activity with the illustrator Alice Melvin. You may have seen us on the 
Scottish BBC News.  In addition all of the Primary 5 and 6 pupils have visited the Book Festival and 
really enjoyed the experience. 
 
At Deanbank the garden is having a make-over courtesy of SGN who have removed the over growth 
and replaced it with top soil. The boys and girls will soon be able to plant a new garden in their new 
raised beds.  Along with the large tractor tires and a sunken pipe the garden is soon going to be a 
wonderful place to play, explore and relax in the autumn sunshine. 
 
Today Primary 7 equipped with wellies and trowels are participating in a community gardening event 
at Braidburn Valley Park as part of their silver JASS award. 
 

During the summer we were very proud to be supporting Callum Skinner with his amazing 
Silver medal performance at the Rio Olympics. Callum attended South Morningside as a pupil before 
going on to James Gillespie’s High School. Teachers will be using his example of achievement during 
Growth Mind Set lessons and assemblies. 

 
It has been a busy start to the term. Thank you so much to all those boys and girls who have 

introduced me to you this week. I am beginning to learn a few names in school and recognise many of 
you as I walk between the main school and Deanbank.  This along with the many trips up and down 
the stair cases to classes is certainly helping me keep fit! Now I just need to avoid all those cakes and 
biscuits in the staffroom. 

 
If like me, you think you have clearly labelled all of your child’s clothing, could I please ask you to check 
again. I was very organised this year and bought some iron-on labels for new items of school uniform 
but a marker pen on washing instruction tabs will also do the job equally well.  With a school roll of 
approximately 650 children, all very smartly turned out in identical uniform, it is very difficult to 
identify missing jumpers and other items. 
 

 Please clearly mark all items of clothing and PE kit. 

 Please also attach a label or clearly mark your child’s packed lunch box or bag.   

 



 
 

 

While fresh water is available throughout the day at school and at Lunch times in the dining room, it 
is very helpful for the class teachers to have a water bottle for each pupil. Could these please be filled 
before coming to school each morning as this reduces the amount of trips out of classes and ensures 
less disruption. 
 
Annual Curriculum Evening: 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming curriculum evenings where you can see your child’s 
classroom and hear of the plans for the year ahead. Please mark these dates in your diary. I will be 
providing further information regarding these meetings next week. 
 

 Wednesday 7th September Primary 3 – 7 

 Wednesday 14th September Primary 1-2 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
Head teacher 
 


