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Dear parents/ carers, 
 
As we fast approach the October holiday I would like to take a moment to thank you for your 
tremendous interest and support at our 3 recent Curriculum Evenings. Your feedback has been very 
positive. 
 
Staff News 
Mr Nicholson, our SSO, is retiring on Friday 13th November. Mr Nicholson has been an absolute delight 
to work with and SMPS quite simply couldn’t have wished for a better jani! Mr Nicholson is always so 
approachable and helpful and his DIY skills have been invaluable to us. He has worked tirelessly for 8 
years supporting SMPS. I know you would wish to join me in wishing him a healthy, happy and active 
retirement. 
 
Mrs McDougall is also retiring at end of October. Mrs McDougall has been a highly valued member of 
the SMPS teaching staff for 22 years. She will be a great loss to our SMPS team, and will be very much 
missed by colleagues and children. We wish her a happy, healthy and active retirement. 
 
Miss Bourke has been appointed to teach P5C from the beginning of November and will join the class 
on their outing to Jupiter Art Land at the end of October. 
 
Miss Byrne will be our Support for Learning teacher working with P5, P6 and P7, on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays for the remaining period of Mrs Livingstone’s maternity leave. We 
welcome Miss Canty as Miss Byrne’s replacement in P5. 
 
Anita Neail, manager of the After School Club, is leaving SMPS at end of November. We have enjoyed 
on excellent working relationship with Anita over many years. She will be a huge loss I’m sure to the 
After School Care. We wish all the very best in her next role.  
 
Syrian Refugee Appeal 
Thank you to all who supported ‘Dress Down Day’ for the Syrian Refugee Appeal. We raised an 
impressive £1296, and this has been sent on to Mercy Corps.  
 
Foodbank Harvest Appeal 
A huge thanks for supporting our Harvest Appeal for the Broomhouse Foodbank. The P6s did a 
fantastic job of organising this and we made a huge pile of non-perishable food in the stair well. We 
will be uploading pictures and more information to the website. 
 
Huts Demolition! 
Our well-loved temporary units are to be demolished over the October break. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

CCTV  
We are investing in the installation of CCTV cameras over the October break. We hope that this will 
be a major deterrent to vandalism and groups of youths entering and using the school grounds. 
 
Library Helpers at Main School 
Mrs D’Agostino, our PSA with responsibility for our Library, is seeking volunteers to help sort and 
return books. Please contact our school office to leave your name if you are able to give a few hours 
each week to help. Mrs D’Agostino will then contact you directly to arrange training.  
 
House Captains and Vice Captains 2015-2016 
 
Very successful House Elections took place recently, both at the Main School and Infant Annexe.  Each 
House Team were treated to inspiring election speeches from a large number of candidates from 
across the P7 year group.  They would have given politicians a run for their money!  After a hard fought 
campaign, the votes were cast and we were able to announce the successful 
candidates.   Congratulations to our new House Captains: 
 
Braidburn 
House Captains:  Florence, P7C and Oliver, P7B 
Vice Captains: Ailsa, P7A and Lewis, P7A 
 
Comiston 
House Captains: Roseanna, P7C and Conor, P7A 
Vice Captains: Fiona, P7A and Ruaridh, P7C 
 
Hermitage 
House Captains: Kate, P7C and Reuben, P7A 
Vice Captains: Sophie, P7C and Sayeed, P7B 
 
Pentland 
House Captains: Lotem, P7B and Finley, P7A 
Vice Captains: Hannah, P7B and Finlay, P7C 
 
 
Achievements 
Well done to Beth of P3C for winning an award and medal for Highland Dancing. 
Well done to Max of P6B for recently winning the Flowerdale Trophy at the Iain Dall Young Pipers 
Competition in Gairloch. 
 
Sporting news 
It has been a busy few weeks, with lots of sporting action! 
 
Tour of Britain 
Four of our pupils, Freya, Daniel and Freddie from P7 and Daniel from P6, were invited to watch the 
Tour of Britain leave from Holyrood Park. They then had the chance to compete against riders from 
other schools in competitions in Holyrood Park. Freddie had the honour of being asked to lead out the 
race with other club cyclists. It was a fantastic opportunity for them to see famous cyclists like Bradley 
Wiggins, Taylor Finnie and Mark Cavendish in action! 
 
Golf Tournament 
Four of our P7s, Ruaridh, Freya, Oliver and Gavin represented South Morningside at an inter-school 
Golf tournament at the Braid Hills course. The team were the first to tee off because they were dashing 
off on a trip to the Scottish Parliament. They played very well and were delighted to come second and 
win Silver medals. 



 
 

 

 
Rugby Tournament 
A team from P5, Murray, Leo, Robbie and Freya from 5A, Samuel, Sokari, Aimee and Amy from 5B and 
Adam, Conall, Calum and Lexi from P5C represented South Morningside at a rugby tournament at 
Murrayfield. There were lots of schools from across Edinburgh competing and the children all played 
very well and enjoyed soaking up the atmosphere at Murrayfield. 
 
Loose Parts Play 
We were delighted to have Louise Caldwell, a Play Worker with us last week, helping the children to 
have fun playing with Loose Parts. Loose Parts are collections of ‘stuff’ as the children called it, that 
the children play with in a collaborative, imaginative way. Pipes became marble runs, crates became 
a kitchen and swim noodles became alien’s antennae! It was a wonderful way for our P1/ P6 and P2/P7 
Buddies to start to get to know each other at Deanbank.  
 
As a staff we were very excited by Loose Parts Play, and it’s potential to enhance the quality of play 
experiences available to our children before we refurbish our playground. It will be a fantastic 
opportunity for us to work together to collect all the ‘stuff’ that will transform playtimes for our 
children and we will be in touch with more details about how you can help with this after the October 
holidays. 
 
Coats 
Sadly, summer is now well and truly over and it is time for the children to start bringing a coat to 
school with them. This is especially important if your child’s class are going out on a trip, even if the 
weather is sunny when they leave the house. 
 
Holiday dates: 
End of term dates: 
End of term – Friday 9th October (usual school hours) 
Start of term – Wednesday 21st October 
Please note that this year the In-Service day for staff is Tuesday 20th October. 
 
Open Day for new P1 families is Wednesday 4th November. Details of time to be found on City of 
Edinburgh website and posters displayed locally. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Grierson 
Head teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 


