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Life at South Morningside is as busy and interesting as ever! We have really enjoyed our annual Science 
and Technology focus and each class has had wonderful workshops from Generation Science, thanks 
to the support of the Parent Council. We are very grateful to all the parents who have come into school 
to talk about their jobs in science and technology. The children always really enjoy this, and it is a 
fantastic chance for us to make connections between what the children are learning in class, and the 
kind of careers they might pursue. It is a fantastic opportunity to inspire our children, especially our 
girls, and show them that jobs in science, technology, maths and engineering are for them as well. 
 
Staffing 
Miss Tanya Williamson, who was teaching P1A with Mrs Ferguson, left us to take up a post at 
Gilmerton Primary School. We have appointed Miss Fiona Monk to replace Miss Williamson and we 
hope that she will begin working in P1A after Easter. 
 
Mrs Lesley Clapperton will be retiring at the Easter holidays. Mrs Clapperton has been teaching at 
South Morningside since 2006 and many children have benefitted from her excellent teaching. We 
would like to wish Mrs Clapperton a very happy retirement. 
 
Stageclub 
A huge well done to everyone involved in the Stageclub show ‘Ali and his braw lamp’. It was a 
wonderful show and the acting, singing and dancing were all amazing. I would like to extend a special 
thanks to all the parent volunteers who worked so hard to make the show such a success and 
especially to Mrs Pidoux, Mrs Wilson and Mrs McIntyre who have given so freely of their time and 
talents over the last few years. 
 
John Bryne Drawing competition 
We are very proud of Evie in P6A who was a runner up in this national drawing competition. Evie’s 
drawing is on display in the art gallery in Paisley, so if you are there over the holidays you can pop in 
and admire it. 
 
Letter writing competition 
Deeksha in P7B has done brilliantly in the Royal Mail Young Letter Writer of the Year competition, she 
is one of 120 regional finalists from across the UK, a huge achievement when there were 100,000 
entries. The Chief Executive of Royal Mail wrote personally to Deeksha and praised her “good use of 
vocabulary, accurate grammar and well-constructed sentences, as well as blazing originality.” 
 
Basketball 
Well done to our Basketball team of  Finlay A, Leo, Lia and Chrissie from P7A,Oliver, Daniel, Orla, Keela 
from P7B and Freddie, Rebecca Black, Sophie and  Alastair from P7C who played in the finals of the 
Edinburgh Schools tournament at Meadowbank on 7th March. The children were up against some very 
tough opposition and all played brilliantly. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Swimming and Diving Gala 
A team of swimmers and divers represented South Morningside on Wednesday at the Edinburgh 
Schools Swimming Gala and everyone swam and dived exceptionally well. Charlotte (P7B) and Alice 
(P6A) were our divers. Conor (P7A), Freya (P7A), Danni (P7C) and Rebecca (P7C) swam Backstroke, 
Gavin (P7A), Kayla (P7A), Maya (P7C) and Lia (P7A) swam Breaststroke and Freddie (P7C), Orla (P7B), 
Elodie (P7A) and Sophie (P7C) swam Freestyle. Each of the swimming teams qualified for the Finals 
and the Freestyle team came first in the final to win the Gold medal! 
 
Chess 
We have a number of chess achievements! 
A huge well done to all the winners in our Chess Club. The overall winner for P6/7 is Arina in P7, and 
the P5 and under winner is Marco in P4. 
 
In the Delancey Chess Tournament, Cameron in P3A won the Under 8s and Milo in P3A was 3rd. 
In the Under 10s, Nicola in P5C won and Alastair and Gregor from P5C were runners up. 
 
Sparring competition 
Mohammed in P7C come first in the English Sparring Championships for 1.5m children, and won a 
trophy almost as big as himself- well done Mohammed! 
 
Growth Mindset 
As you will be aware, Growth Mindset has been a whole school focus this year. We have uploaded the 
Assemblies that we have done so far as well as lots of links to articles and video clips onto the website 
in the ‘what’s happening at South Morningside’ section. I would really welcome any feedback, and if 
anyone has come across any other resources I would be very grateful if you could get in touch. 
 
Parking 
We continue to have problems with parents parking on the double yellow lines in the streets around 
the school, making it dangerous for pedestrians to cross the road. Our community policeman is liaising 
with the parking attendants to make sure there are more parking attendants working around the 
school. Please take time to park legally and safely before coming to collect your child. I would also be 
very grateful if you could discuss this with anyone who brings or collects your children from school. 
 
Head lice 
We have had several cases of head lice reported over the last month. Please stay vigilant and check 
your child’s hair regularly. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday 11th April. Wishing you all a lovely 
holiday.  
 
 
Mrs Morgan 
Acting Head Teacher 


