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Newsletter                                                                                  19 June, 2015 
 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
As we near the end of another busy and successful year, I would like to thank our 
wonderful staff team for all their hard work. Thank you too for your support throughout 
the year. 
 
Staff News 
 
Retirements: 
Mrs Gaffney, Mrs McLennan and Mrs Symon are retiring at the end of this term. I 
would like to say a huge thank you to all 3 ladies for their 22/23 years of dedicated 
service to SMPS. They have worked tirelessly to support hundreds if not thousands of 
children over the years. We will certainly miss them and I’m sure you will want to join 
us in wishing them a long, happy and healthy retirement. 
 
Farewells: 
We say farewell to Miss Tsimikou our Music teacher, who is leaving us to take up a 
post teaching Classics. Miss Tsimikou has been a real asset to our school, teaching 
Music to P3 to P7 for the past year and we will really miss her input. 
 
Our Strings Instrumental Instructor, Miss Lungu, is also moving on. I would like to 
thank her for support for SMPS and wish her well in her future post. We will be 
informed of her replacement in August.  
 
Welcome: 
We welcome a number of new staff to our team in August. 
 
(Please find class organisation for 2015-2016 attached) 
 
Summer Fair 
Thank you to all the families who supported our Summer Fair. We were so lucky with 
the weather and we seem to have broken all records in terms of takings on the day! 
 
The total profit seems to be in excess of £6500! 
 
Huge well done and thanks to the team of parent helpers and volunteers who made 
this such a success. 
 
A special thanks to Alison Dalrymple for her years as Parent Council treasurer. 



 
 

 

Alison has been a tremendous support to our school. 
 
Achievements 
  
Interscholasic Sports 
A team of P6s and P7 athletes represented South Morningside at the Interscholastics 
at Meadowbank on June 2nd.  This is a very competitive event, with all the ‘big’ schools 
from Edinburgh participating. Everyone competed very well and should feel proud of 
their achievements at such a big event. A special mention to Anna in P7B who won a 
Gold in the High Jump. Unbelievably, Anna had never done the High Jump before 
trying out for the Interscholastics! Well done too to Georgia in P7B who won a Silver 
in the 600 meters and Lucia in P7C who won a Silver in the Cricket Ball Throw. 
 
Area Strings Concert 
A huge well done to all our violin and viola players from P5, P6 and P7 who performed 
at the Area Strings Concert on 10th June, along with string players from Sciennes and 
James Gillespies Primary Schools. All the hard work and rehearsals paid off because 
you all played brilliantly! 
 
P7 Enterprise 
As part of our whole school ‘Making a Difference’ project, our P7s worked with Virgin 
Money on an Enterprise project. The children were ‘lent’ £5 each from the bank and 
had to then do something that would make a profit. We were very grateful for all the 
support from parents and pupils on the P7 Market Day and as a result of that the P7s 
made an amazing profit of £1341. This money will go to Mary’s Meals as a donation 
and will feed 106 children for a whole year! Very well done P7- that is really something 
to be proud of! 
 
P5 Football 
A team of P5 footballers, Owen, Angus, Patrick, Lucas, Lucas, Max, Callum and Sean 
recently competed in the Edinburgh City Calder Shield. The boys played very well to 
win their group and were narrowly defeated in the final on penalties. We are very proud 
of the way the boys reacted to their agonising defeat and the sportsmanship they 
showed to the winning team. 
 
P7 Football 
 “After 5 years of enjoying their School Football at South Morningside Primary School, 
the SMPS 2014/15 P7 Football Squad finished off their final Football Season at SMPS 
with 2 fantastic events.  
 The first event was our P7 Football Fun Day BBQ at Meadowspot to celebrate the 
end of their Final Football Season at SMPS with all of the Parent Coaches, Parents 
and Siblings. 
 Our final SMPS P7 Football event was the Oxgangs Gala Day P7 Football 
Tournament. All of the boys played fantastically well on the day in a fiercely competitive 
Tournament. The boys were unlucky to miss out on qualifying for the Final by 1 point 
but were delighted to pick up their Tournament 3rd Place Medals. All in all a great way 
to finish off their SMPS Football playing days! 
 We hope all of the P7 Football Squad continue to enjoy their School Football when 
they move up to High School and from all of the Parent Coaches we would like to say 
thanks to all of the Parents for their help and support over the last 5 years! The boys 
and the coaches have enjoyed a lot of fun and laughs along the way!!” Grant Macara. 
 
 



 
 

 

House Sports Results 
Well done to all children and staff for being such good sports and making the day so 
enjoyable for all. 
 
Braidburn  760 
Pentland 752 
Comiston 742 
Hermitage 712 
 
Well done to the winning house for 2015 : BRAIDBURN 
 
Chess Club News 
Huge congratulations to the following children who played in the UK Chess Megafinal 
recently: Oliver, Tommy, Danny of P6, Austen of P5 and Jamie of P3. 
 
Danni qualified for the next stage, which is the Gigafinal in Manchester in July. 
 
Well done everyone! 
 
Moon Walk Support 
Well done to Mrs Gardi, one of our fabulous PSAs for completing the Moon Walk last 
weekend.  
Huge well done to Nadia P7  and Amy of P7A  for taking part in the Moonwalk Scotland 
- we think you are fabulous for walking 6.55 miles, at night, in typical Edinburgh 
weather! 
 
Modern Languages News 
Next session the Boroughmuir High Cluster primary schools will begin to introduce a 
Scottish Government Modern Languages initiative called 1 +2. 
 
The languages that the Boroughmuir Cluster are able to deliver are French and 
German. 
 
We will begin introducing French from nursery through to P5 from August 2015. 
 
The aim is that by the end of the implementation period all children will be secure in 2 
modern languages, namely French and German + English. 
 
I will send more detail of the pace of implementation to all parents in August. 
 
 
Dates: 
Church Service Date: 
Our end of term assembly will be led by our P7 children on Tuesday 23rd June at 
9.30am at Morningside Parish Church.  
 
End of term dates: 
End of term for all P1s and P2s – Wednesday 24th June (normal school hours on that 
day) 
End of term for all P3s to P7s – Friday 26th June, 12 noon.  
 
Return dates: 
Start of term for P3 to P7 in August is Monday 17th August 



 
 

 

Start of term for P2 in August will be Tuesday 18th August 
Start of term for P1 in August will be Monday 24th August 
 
Wishing you all a very happy and relaxing summer holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mrs Grierson 
Head teacher 


