
 
 

 

 

       SOUTH MORNINGSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
COMISTON ROAD 

EDINBURGH 
EH10 5QN 

Telephone 0131-447 5446 
Fax No.     0131-446 9839 

 
Acting Headteacher:  Susan Morgan  
www.southmorningside.edin.sch.uk 

Newsletter January 2016        29.01.2016 
 
            
A belated Happy New Year to everyone in our South Morningside community! I hope that everyone 
had a happy and relaxing holiday, although I am sure that it feels like a distant memory now. 
 
We have started the term with our annual Scots focus, everyone has been busy learning their Scots 
poem, and doing some Scots language and craft work in class. We had our Scots Assemblies on Friday, 
and were treated to Highland dancing, piano, flute, clarinet, saxophone, violin, recorder, guitar, pipes 
and drums playing, as well as all of our Scots Poetry winners. A huge well done to everyone who 
performed! 
 
It is great to see so many children coming to school in warm coats. We try and get the children outside 
to play every day unless it is pouring with rain, so please keep checking your child has their coat each 
morning. 
 
Thank you too for ensuring that your child comes to school with a stationary kit of HB pencils, colouring 
pencils, a rubber, a sharpener, a glue-stick and a whiteboard pen. We would be grateful if you could 
check whether it needs replenishing periodically! 
 
Staffing 
We have had a few staff changes since the start of term. Mrs Gunstone, who had been teaching in P2A 
on Mondays and Tuesdays and P4B on Wednesdays left us last week to take up a permanent position 
at Leith Walk Primary. 
 
We welcomed Mrs Amelia Kemble who has taken over from Mrs Ward in the nursery and our new P.E 
teacher, Miss Stacey Downie who is already doing fantastic gymnastics work with the children.  Mrs 
Yvonne Thomas, Miss Emily Laing and Mrs Hilary Adamson have also joined us as new Pupil Support 
Assistants. 
 
There have been a few changes in the Senior Management Team, while we wait for a new Head 
Teacher to be appointed. I am currently Acting Head, Mrs Moore is Acting Depute and Mrs Jones is 
Acting Principal Teacher. 
 
Rainy mornings 
On mornings when it is very wet or windy, the school doors will be opened 10 minutes early to allow 
the children to come inside and wait until the bell goes. At the main school the doors will be opened 
at 8.30am and at Deanbank the doors will be opened at 8.55am. 
 
Winter Fair  
Our Winter Fair was held on 5th December. Outside it was wild, windy and wet, but inside we had a 
wonderful afternoon of craft making and fun, rounded off by the raffle draw for the amazing hampers 
which had been created from the class donations. The profit from the Winter fair was an amazing 
£5,700. I would like to thank everyone who helped make the Winter Fair such a success, both in the 
massive organisation beforehand and on the day. 



 
 

 

Christmas Church collection. 
Many thanks to all the families who contributed to our Christmas Collection for Mercy Corps. We 
raised a wonderful £339. 
 
P1 Nativity Lights 
Our P1s raised an amazing £167.04 from their Nativity Photo frame Enterprise, which went towards 
the cost of hiring the light curtain for the Nativity. We are very grateful to the Parent Council for 
paying the balance of £221.96. 
 
P7 Basketball tournament 
12 P7s represented South Morningside in a Basketball tournament at Meadowbank on 18th January. 
The team of Finlay A, Leo, Lia and Chrissie from P7A, Oliver, Daniel, Orla and Keela from P7B and 
Freddie, Rebecca, Sophie and Alastair from P7C  played very well and have qualified for the finals on 
7th March- a first for South Morningside! 

Scottish Schools Swimming Championships 
We were delighted when some of our swimmers qualified in November for the Scottish Finals in 
Glasgow. Sophie in P7C swam in the 50m Freestyle. She did brilliantly in the Heats and qualified for 
the Final where she came 7th. Our girls relay team- Holly L P6C, Lia P7A and Sophie and Rebecca B, P7A 
swam so well and came an amazing 4th. We are very proud to think that our girls relay team is the 4th 
fastest in Scotland! There is a report from the girls on the website. 
 
Chess 
Chess Club is pleased to report that two of its P4 members won medals at the Lothian Junior Chess 
Individual Competition in November. Jamie from P4A won 4th place and Marco from P4C won 6th 
place in the P5 and Under category. Congratulations boys! 
 
STEM Conference 
12 of our P7 girls attended an event at the Museum of Scotland last week, aimed at encouraging girls 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) subjects. It was a very stimulating and 
enjoyable day. The girls have written a report on their day, so do have a look at the website to read 
all about it. 

New Year’s Day Duathalon 
Well done to Callum P6C, Mirai P5B and Eva P4C who participated in a Duathalon at the 
Commonwealth Pool and Holyrood Park.  Congratulations to Eva who came 3rd! 
 
‘South Morningside Primary has Talent’ Shows 
Our House Talent Shows take place on Friday 5th February.  Next week each class will hold auditions 
for the opportunity to represent their House at the Talent Shows on the Friday.  There will be one 
child selected for each House from each class.  Talents can take many forms – singing, dancing, 
musical recitation, magic, comedy - think Britain’s got Talent!  If your child has a talent to share, 
please help them to rehearse for their audition.  The winning talent for each House will win the 
coveted award of a Privilege Pass for their class. 
 
Parent and Carer survey 
There is still time to participate in the annual Parent and Carer survey for City of Edinburgh Council. 
The link is: http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/parc15 

 
Mrs Morgan, Acting Head Teacher 
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