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Newsletter                                              6 November, 2015 

 
Dear parents/ carers, 
 
Deanbank Annexe Update 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that I have secured funding for all weather astroturf 
for one of the grass areas, and for increased scooter/ bike storage. Plans will need to 
be drafted and put out to tender, so sadly this will not be a quick fix. We will, of course, 
do all we can to get these improvements in place as soon as possible. 
 
Literacy Resources 

We had identified a need to provide reading experiences across a wider range of texts. 
We spent £12K last year to achieve this, and I would like to say a huge thanks to Mrs 
Moore and members of our PSA team for working really hard to reorganise our 
Resource Rooms, both at main school and at Deanbank Annexe. We have taken the 
opportunity to recycle older, less popular titles and to clear more ‘tatty’ copies. 
 
Book Fair  
Thank you for your superb support at our recent Book Fair. The school receives 60% 
commission from the book sales and this year we raised a staggering £1360.25 to 
spend on new books. Last year we used the commission to replace some of our older 
atlases, and this year we are planning to complete this project and ensure that each 
class has a new set of quality atlases. 
 
Increased Sports Opportunities 

We are always looking for new ways to provide quality sports opportunities for our 
children. 
Our P4 children have been enjoying a block of tennis lessons at Mortonhall over the 
last few weeks and our P5 pupils have had the opportunity to go to Swanston Golf 
Course for golf sessions with two of the professionals who work there. 
 
Ukulele Lessons for all P4 and P5 children 
We have been very fortunate in being able to arrange a 5 week, fully funded block of 
Ukulele lessons for all P4 and P5 children, beginning this week. Even the Ukuleles are 
being provided!  
 
Jupiter Art Land Visits and MADD presentations 

We are coming to the end of our class visits to Jupiter Art Land and The Museum of 
Modern Art. The children and teachers have been very positive about these visits and 
have returned inspired! 
 



 
 

 

Classes are busy choosing a favourite art work to respond to through the Expressive 
Arts and Writing. On Thursday 19th November children will perform throughout the day. 
Children from our Nursery and Deanbank Annexe will come together in the main 
school. We’re very excited! 
 
We held a similar event two years ago around a Commonwealth Games theme and 
the children loved the experience and many really grew in confidence too. 
 
Growth Mindset 
One of our themes for Assembly this session is learning about Growth Mindset and 
the impact it can have on learning. Have a look at our website where background 
information for parents and the Powerpoint presentations used in Assembly will be 
posted in the next few days. 
 
Norovirus 
It’s that time of year again when NHS Scotland contact us to remind us of protection 
measures:  
Please do stress the importance of good hand hygiene to your children.  
Avoid raw and unwashed food. 
Don’t share towels, flannels or toothbrushes. 
Keep household surfaces clean. 
 
If your family is unfortunate and does catch norovirus then the clear message is: 
‘Stay at Home’, and do not send children back to school until they have been symptom 
free for 48 hours. 
 
Staff News 
We are sad to say farewell to PSA Jo Williams at the end of this month. Jo wished to 
broaden her experience and has been offered a new post. I would like to thank Jo for 
her hard work and dedication in supporting children over the past few years. 
 
Catrin Scott, Early Practitioner in our Nursery, will be taking maternity leave from 30 th 
of November. We wish her all the very best.  
 
 
Christmas Arrangements 

Please find attached a list of Christmas dates, more details will be issued to individual 
classes shortly.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mrs Grierson 
Head teacher 
 


