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Welcome to Primary 1
Welcome to your first year at South Morningside Primary. This booklet
aims to give you an overview of the curriculum coverage for Primary 1. We
are looking forward to working in partnership with you over the year ahead
to ensure a rich and varied experience in P1.

Learning and Teaching
All pupils at South Morningside deserve engaging, high quality learning opportunities. Staff will
endeavour to ensure learning is enjoyable, meaningful and relevant. Class teachers share the weekly
learning plan so that children are aware of the learning happening that week. They will provide a
clear idea of what pupils need to do to achieve success and promote a deeper understanding of
what has been learned. Importantly, our pupils will be supported to become leaders of their own
learning.

Personal Learning Planning
Each term your child’s class teacher will meet with them to discuss their learning. Together they
will set targets (or ‘stepping stones’) which will help your child to achieve the next step on their
learning journey in Reading, Writing, Maths and Health & Wellbeing. A target sheet will be sent
home at the start of each term to allow everyone to work together on these. This year we will be
piloting the use of online journals to provide you with evidence of your child’s progress.

School Uniform
It is our policy that all pupils wear school uniform while attending school, or when participating in
organised events outside of school. Pupils will need shorts, a House t-shirt and gym shoes for P.E.
At times we also use our outdoors for PE. Please ensure all clothing is clearly labelled.

School Equipment
We ask that pupils come to school properly equipped. Everyone needs a basic stationery kit with
pencils, coloured pencils, a glue stick, whiteboard pen and a rubber. In P1 & P2 we recommend
using tripod grip pencils. Teachers will supply other equipment that is required for specific learning
activities.

House Teams
All pupils are in one of our four House Teams - Braidburn, Comiston, Hermitage and Pentland.
Pupils will be awarded Gold coins for their House team for good behaviour and for demonstrating
our school values. Every Friday classes take part in Golden Time activities and get the opportunity
to meet up with their House Team. Each term there is a whole school house team event. This will
give everyone the opportunity to participate in activities with children from classes in the main
school and further opportunities to gain more gold coins for team work skills.

Raising concerns
If parents have any concerns about their child’s progress or wellbeing, the first point of contact
should be the class teacher. Teachers may refer any concerns onto the member of the Senior
Management Team with responsibility for your child’s year group.



What will your child learn in P1?

Language  - Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking

In P1 they will be learning the sounds they need to help them to decode and 
write words. This will help them to read and write simple sentences and texts. 

They will be learning and practising their reading four days a week. Often this will 
mean they will have the same book for a week to allow them to cover a range of 
skills such as reading aloud for fluency and for expression, word recognition, word 
attack skills, comprehension, prediction and retelling. There will be opportunities 
for them to read fiction, information texts, plays, poetry and other text found all 
around us.

They will also be learning to form their letters correctly and to put their sounds together to 
make simple words and eventually a sentence using a capital letter, full stop and finger spaces.  
They will practise speaking confidently in a variety of situations from class talks to assembly 
presentations, taking time to consider engaging their audience, the purpose, and speaking loudly 
so they can be heard.  They will learn to develop their listening skills whilst listening to stories 
and visitors, by following instructions and through taking part in cooperative learning activities.

Maths
There is a lot to maths - number, money, 

measurement, properties of 2D & 3D 
shape, time, symmetry, data & analysis 

and patterns & relationships.

In P1 they will be doing lots of counting -
forwards, backwards and starting the count at
different numbers. They will learn to recognise
numerals, sequence numbers, count collections
and solve simple addition and subtraction
problems. There will be lots of opportunities to
solve maths word problems and to be involved in
developing their understanding of maths outdoors.

Science

Physical Education Religious and Moral Education

Ethos & Wider Life of the School
At South Morningside we are very proud of the many ways we help other people, develop 
awareness of our world and learn to be responsible citizens.

In P1, they will be learning about 
using our senses, how simple 

forces work and about the sun, 
moon and stars. They will be 

investigating sound, electricity 
and materials. There will be 
opportunities to hear about 

science in the news.

Often P1 will develop their science
knowledge and understanding through
project work. Occasionally they will
have specific science lessons using
investigation and practical techniques.

P1 will have PE twice a week in the Activity
hall our outside. Sometimes they will have the
input of a specialist. They will be developing
their skills in athletics, dance, throwing and
catching, ball games and gymnastics.

Through various contexts, they will
explore the seasonal and religious
festivals. They will learn stories and
songs from different cultures and use
what they learn to help develop their
own beliefs and values.

In P1, pupils will:
• demonstrate the school values - caring, consideration, cooperation and community
• share learning with their parents through Open Classroom events
• have classroom responsibilities such as messengers, milk monitors, table leaders etc. 
• contribute to improving the school grounds and the local community
• celebrate Scottish Culture and the Scots language
• contribute to House Events and help their House Team to earn Gold Tokens
• take part in fundraising events
• help take care of the playground by ensuring litter is put in the bin

Discrete Subjects:  Sometimes pupils focus is on separate subjects to develop their skills 
and knowledge.  These can be transferred and used in other areas to support their learning.
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Interdisciplinary Learning  

In P1, pupils will get a chance to:
• take part in House events and activities
• be a P1 Buddy
• perform a class assembly
• plan, rehearse and perform a Nativity show for parents
• learn a Scots Poem
• demonstrate learning to their parents
• share talents 
• take part in whole school Sports
• become a class rep

These types of activities help to develop important skills for learning, life and work.  It is 
good to feel PROUD of what is achieved both as a class and as an individual!

In a variety of contexts 
your child will  topic based 
learning. Each of the topics 

will be led by one 
curricular area but there 
will be opportunities to 

foster links across learning 
in other curricular areas. 

This allows pupils to 
develop skills for learning, 

for life and for work. 

Planned opportunities for Wider Achievement
As well as learning in lots of different ways to ‘make, say, write and do’, your child will
get the opportunity to work on ‘real life’ or imaginary situations that relate to the
outside world. Through these experiences they will develop skills such as problem solving,
planning and negotiating. They will be encouraged to be responsible and creative, and to
acquire a wide range of organisational, social and interpersonal skills. Together, this
makes their learning purposeful and meaningful.
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What else will be happening in P1?

Trips and Special Events
Over the year P1 will be going on
educational trips related to their class
projects. Parents will be informed of
these as they are arranged. They will
also benefit from visitors to the school
and whole school focus weeks to enhance
learning.

P1 pupils will get the opportunity to:
• visit a sculpture workshop at the
Modern Art Gallery
• experience the Christmas outing to the
Lyceum Theatre to see Alice in
Wonderland
• take part in a Generation Science
Workshop
• go on walkabouts to find safe places to
cross during Road Safety Week
• participate in joint projects with our
nursery

Homework                 
A better way to describe homework might be ‘home learning'. We learn a great deal at
school. Homework provides the opportunity to practise our new learning and to
discover new and interesting information. Doing homework is important - it makes a
positive difference to our learning.

In P1, pupils will have regular reading homework each week. 
Information is sent home via parentmail in the form of  a class 
newsletter on a Friday. The newsletter contains a list of new 
sounds/tricky words and activities to support numeracy. Please 
practise reading and writing these words and look for lots of 
opportunities for counting at home too.  A small homework diary is 
included in the reading bag.  Parents should check this every night 
and sign the homework diary when any homework is completed. 
Occasionally we will also send home homework activities from other 
curricular areas, including a termly family home task.

We really appreciate support from parents with homework. With your
encouragement, it is easier to get into the homework habit, take more responsibility
and learn how to organise and manage time effectively.

Library
P1 classes will visit the school
library once a week to borrow
books. A new book can be
borrowed each week if the
previous one has been
returned.

ICT 
P1 classes get the opportunity to use the
iPads to support learning, play
educational games and learn word
processing skills. They also have
fun learning on the Interactive
Whiteboard in the classroom.

SMARTstart
P1 start the school day with SMARTstart
(Monday to Thursday). This helps pupils
to relax and prepare them for learning.

We start with self-registration, then the
children begin a variety of fun activities.
These learning activities relate to
something that they may have learned
previously which requires more practice or
it could be related to a current theme.

We welcome parents and other family
adults to join us at this time.

We are looking forward to a productive 
and stimulating year together.

P1A: Mrs Ferguson & Miss Morren
P1B: Miss Davidson 

P1C: Miss Jack

P1 will also be supported by Mrs Gallagher, 
Mrs Kuryluk, Mrs Arthur and Mrs 

McMenemie


